
Volume 1, Number 2 CIRRUS PILOT • 53

“Traffic, Traffic.”

Nothing quite jars you from your
2,500 RPM-induced reverie like that
squawk. While the traffic display on
the Garmin and/or MFD gives you 
a good idea of the azimuth (one
o’clock, two o’clock, etc.) to the tar-
get, the elevation can be hard to
visualize. Until now!

By some wonderful cosmic coinci-
dence, the tangent of a one-degree
angle is almost exactly one-sixtieth.
Why is this so great? It means an air-
plane one nautical mile away and
100 feet above us, is almost exactly
one degree above us. This fact lets
us quickly derive the elevation to
our target.

The number shown on the traffic
display (which is given in hundreds
of feet), divided by the range to the
traffic in nautical miles equals the
elevation to the target.

So looking at figure 1, the aircraft at
our 11 o’clock is five degrees below us
(-05/1 nm). The target at one o’clock is
two degrees above us (+06/3 nm).

Next, we convert this degree
number to a visual picture, also an
easy task. Extend a hand at arms
length, fingers together and parallel
to the horizon. Each finger is
approximately two degrees thick.
For maximum accuracy, remember
for typical cruising altitudes the
horizon is about one to two degrees

below us; rather than putting your
hand on the horizon and counting
from there, start one finger thickness
above it, and count up or down, as
appropriate.

This may sound tricky, but after
practicing a few times it becomes
second nature, and will help you
acquire traffic much more rapidly.

“The Flying Fisherman's Paradise”

The Brebner Family

Lodge

www.tsuniahlakelodge.com

Fax: (250) 392-4959
(250) 392-5612

P.O. Box 4685, Williams Lake, B.C. Canada V2G 2V7

4000 Ft. Airstrip • Airport AF4

Excellent
Rainbow Trout

Fishing!

In Beautiful
British

Columbia!

Aero-Tow LLC ................................................. 33

Aerox .............................................................. 39

Air Orlando Aviation, Inc. ................................. 41

Air Power, Inc. ................................................. 37

Aircraft & Marine Assurance Agency................ 45

Aircraft & Marine Insurance Agency ................ 29

Aircraftlogs.com.............................................. 14

Alaris Aviation LLC .......................................... 9

AOPA Insurance Agency .................................. 5

APR Aviation............................ Inside Back Cover

Atlanta Aerospace Composites ........................ 51

Augusta Aviation ............................................. 39

Aviation Design ............................................... 11

Avionics Training Unlimited.............................. 38

Cirrus Design............................................. 30-31

COPA M4......................................................... 45

Dorr Aviation Credit Corporation......... Back Cover

E-Z Heat, Inc. .................................................. 45

Edwards Jet Center......................................... 36

Electronic Flight Solutions ............................... 7

EPPS Aircraft Services Inc. .............................. 33

Executive Air Transport .................................... 29

Falcon Insurance Agency, Inc... Inside Front Cover

Flightline Group, Inc. ................................. 28, 50

Hills Beech Specialties .................................... 38

Glass Cockpit Aviation ..................................... 50

Innovative Flight Training................................. 51

Jeppesen Sanderson, Inc. ............................... 3

Jostens ........................................................... 38

JRA Executive Air ............................................ 18

Lancaster Avionics .......................................... 15

Lone Mountain Aviation ................................... 51

Modern Avionics.............................................. 50

Montgomery Aviation, Inc. ............................... 50

Nation Air Insurance Agencies ......................... 10

North American Jet ......................................... 52

Paul Bowen .................................................... 29

Pegasus Interactive Inc. .................................. 19

Plane Smart .................................................... 18

Precise Flight .................................................. 33

R C Avionics .................................................... 41

Rhino Aviation ................................................. 13

Schweiss Bi Fold Doors................................... 41

Simtrain LLC ................................................... 23

Southeast Aero Services.................................. 14

Steel Aviation .................................................. 17

Survival Products ............................................ 28

Teledyne Continental Mottors BP..................... 14

The Flight Academy......................................... 27

Travers and Associates.................................... 18

Tsuniah Lake Lodge ........................................ 53

Turton Enterprises ........................................... 37

Twin Cities Aviation ......................................... 51

Advertiser Index

Figure 1

Tally Ho – Traffic in Sight
Simple Technique Helps You Spot Traffic More Quickly
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Tally Ho – Traffic in Sight


